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“Lockdown restrictions resulted in the hedge 
laying part of the project not finishing until 
March 2021.  The restocking of the hedgerow 
will take place next planting season to ensure 
the success of the new plants” 
Phil Treaton 
Head of Neighbourhoods 
Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale 

Recipient: Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale 

Project: Roch Valley Hay Meadow – Physical Improvements 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £6,024.79 

Groundwork Oldham & Rochdale aims to make communities greener, safer and healthier 
and enable people to work together to bring about change in their local area.  Environmental 
projects facilitated by Groundwork improve people’s prospects as their involvement increases 
their confidence, skills, wellbeing and employability.  Support is provided to a range of 
disadvantaged groups delivered through intensive training programmes, setting up social 
enterprises, signposting to key services and mentoring and advice services.  Groundwork 
promote greener living and working with targeted sustainability support for businesses and 
residents with advice and guidance on energy and resource efficiency. 

The habitat of Roch Valley Hay Meadow is located adjacent to Heywood Cemetery and within 
the Roch Valley river corridor.  The location is a Site of Biological Importance (Grade C) and it 
has been left fallow for many years prior to Groundwork taking ownership.  A reduction in 
grassland management resulted in an influx of competitive species particularly Thistle and 
Himalayan Balsam reducing the swards diversity.  Groundwork purchased the 17 acre site in 
May 2014 with the help of Section 106 funds allocated by Rochdale Council, ensuring the 
Roch Valley can play an important role in providing public access along what previously was 
private land through the river corridor between two local authority parks (Springfield Park and 
Queen’s Park). 



“Photos from the ongoing improvements being made to the Roch Valley Hay 
Meadows – the wider project which Heywood Township funds have helped 
to support” 

Phil Treaton 

Wet flush prior to works Wetland habitats created March 2021 

The project helps to protect the site for a generation of local people to access and enjoy with 
habitat enhancements to include the laying of traditional maturing hedgerow, gapping up 
hedgerows with native deciduous mix species, installation of stock proof fencing to allow for 
grazing animals and field gates so agricultural machines can access the site for hay cutting, 
creation of a wildlife pond, installation of a kissing gate along the pedestrian route, provision 
of a visitor interpretation panel and a viewing area with natural seating so visitors to the site 
can enjoy the wildlife and views of the River Roch. 

Groundwork were awarded a grant from Veolia Environment Trust and Heywood Township 
that together gave them a project value of £53,000.  The project has faced a number of 
challenges that have delayed its delivery.  The grant from Veolia Environment Trust required 
a 10% Contribution Third Party (CTP) payment to ‘unlock’ their contribution and a site visit 
from a GMEU ecologist to sign off the project was required before the CTP payment from 
Scout Moor Habitat Fund could be secured.  This delay resulted in the planting season being 
missed for hedge laying as trees and shrubs are required to be dormant and birds finish 
nesting.  Also the Covid lockdowns and restrictions have meant Groundwork were unable to 
get back on site and organise the community hedge planting events as planned.  Revised 
timescale for completion of the project is December 2021. 

Over 380m of hedgerows have been laid Habitat piles created from hedge laying brash 



“Due to Covid-19 we had to change our operation to 
delivering meals instead of having luncheon clubs.  We 
are now delivering 150 – 200 meals a week and due to 
social distancing it is no longer possible to use 
volunteers for washing up so one person is washing up 
most of the time, therefore, the request for a 
dishwasher” 
Stephen McLoughlin 
Secretary 

Sandon House Community Centre 

Recipient: Sandon House Community Centre 

Project: Sandon House Isolation to Inclusion 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £1,500 

Sandon House Community Centre provides support and services to older people and people 
in need with the aim of reducing isolation, increasing employability skills; improving health 
and wellbeing and addressing financial hardship.  Working in partnership with Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing, local GP surgeries, Link4Life, NHS and local community groups, the 
centre responses to the needs of the local community.  A variety of services provided include 
a luncheon club on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday to offer home cooked meals for 
reasonable prices together with entertainment and activities for the local elderly, a drop in 
centre for veterans, advice and support for the homeless and families in crisis, and 
placement of volunteers to help them gain skills and keep them in the employability market. 

The Covid pandemic lockdowns and restrictions required Sandon House Community Centre 
to identify how they could continue to support the local community.  A meals delivery service 
was established on Thursday evenings and Monday lunchtimes to support the local 
vulnerable community plus a bacon, sausage or egg muffins on Tuesday mornings to 
sheltered accommodation residents and veterans.  A commercial dishwasher has improved 
the operation by providing additional space in the kitchen to enable enhanced social 
distancing for volunteers/staff safety, increased efficiency of labour and the confidence of 
serving the community on sanitised kitchenware now and in the future. 

The commercial dishwasher can wash up to 540 plates per 

hour and features thermostatic protection and guaranteed 

hygienically safe wash for health and safety conscious 

catering establishments 



”Link4Life are hoping to extend the 
programme throughout the year and build 
on the fantastic work and relationships 
that have been built during the local 
response to Covid-19” 
Scott Hardy 
Programme Manager 

Link4Life 

Recipient: Link4Life and Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative delivered three days per week at Newhouse Academy 
from 28 July to 20 August 2020 to vulnerable children and families most in need of the 
provision identified by Social Workers, Education Welfare Service and Early Help Team.  Also 
children who had been struggling with their mental health who had attended the Link4life 
#Thrive sessions were also invited to register.  In addition, Link4Life and Township staff 
redeployed to the Rochdale Council’s Emergency Response Hubs during the coronavirus 
pandemic referred families on to the programme who had contacted the hub for support. 

Link4Life worked with Rochdale Council’s Public Health Team to ensure the safety of all 
participants and staff involved conducted risk assessments for running the provision during the 
Covid pandemic.  Schools were identified as the safest venues for delivery of the programme 
and Newhouse Academy was the only school that offered the use of their facilities in the 
Heywood area (all other schools responded that they couldn’t open due to building work or 
other logistical problems).  Newhouse Academy changed pre-arranged essential building work 
in the sports halls to enable the programme to be delivered. 

Activities were delivered each day from 9am to 3pm and this extended provision required extra 
healthy snacks to be made available in the morning and throughout the day.  Link4Life’s 
Healthy Lifestyle Team ensured every child received an enjoyable lunch and snacks and 
families were given the opportunity to take food home at the end of each session. 

Two young volunteers (both aged 16) from Heywood supported the sessions.  Olivia and 
Charlie were invited to participate in Link4Life’s training programmes that upskill them in 
different qualifications relevant to sport and leisure.  The programme manager stated these 
volunteers are a massive asset to the Heywood community and they will make excellent 
coaches and role models for young people in Heywood. 



Link4Life Fit, Read and Feed Sessions 
Sessions completed (register and head count) 12 
Total number of participant attendances (register sessions) 167 
Unique participants (register sessions) 28 
Participant contact hours deliver (via register sessions) 1002 
Session hours deliver (register and head count) 72 

Rochdale Library Service provided Link4Life staff with resources and ideas on how they could 
engage the children in the Summer Reading Challenge 2020.  Silly Squad was the theme of 
the Summer Reading Challenge for 2020 about a fun house run by a lovable squad of madcap 
animals that each enjoy a different sort of funny writing to encourage children to explore new 
genres and broaden their reading habits.  Children were invited to sign up at an easy to use 
website, create their own profile before setting their own reading goal and write a review for 
each comic, joke book, e-book, etc they read to unlock activities and incentives such as online 
badges, games and videos.  New content was provided every week throughout the summer 
with social media used to recommend eAudiobooks and free e-magazines to download, 
selections of non-fiction to pick up from the Request & Collect library branches and 
drawalongs, readings and tips on making your own comics.  Link4Life coaches delivered 
interactive games and activities to bring stories and characters to life.  Rochdale Library 
Service also arranged for every child who attended the Link4Life sessions to receive free 
books as part of a primary care package from the Book Trust.  Every child who completed the 
challenge received a certificate and medal. 



“The scheme reduces the potential risk of 
the current features falling over and 
vandalism” 
John McAuley 
Joint Authority PFI Project Manager 

Oldham & Rochdale Street Lighting PFI 

Recipient: Oldham & Rochdale Street Lighting PFI 

Project: Heywood Nativity Scene 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £2,697.50 

Heywood town centre’s nativity scene that formed part of the Christmas lights display was 
standalone illuminated features depicting the birth of Jesus.  Members of Churches Together 
in Heywood expressed concern about the figures from the nativity scene being subjected to 
theft, vandalism and damage in adverse weather conditions. 

A modular wooden frame with viewing panels on three sides made from Perspex was 
constructed and placed in front of the Christmas tree on the green at St Luke’s Church.  The 
nativity scene’s eleven figures were lit with an internal low voltage display light to create a 
beautiful presentation of the religious story of Christmas. 

A virtual Christmas lights switch on hosted by the Mayor with images of the illuminated 
displays was broadcast on Rochdale Council’s social media channels throughout the festive 
period in 2020. 



Recipient: Heywood Cricket Club 

Project: Heywood Cricket Club Mower 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

Heywood Cricket Club provides sporting and social facilities for the community with three 
senior cricket teams as well as five junior cricket teams.  An All Stars Cricket Centre for 
children aged 5-8 years old provides the opportunity for local children to participate in the 
sport under the direction of the English Cricket Board initiative.  The activity and game based 
programme is suitable for all skills levels and provides each child with the foundations to 
begin a lifelong love of physical activity and cricket whilst making friends in a safe and 
enjoyable environment.  It is designed to offer a fun and exciting introduction to cricket before 
players move into the junior cricket teams.  A form of adaptive cricket during the Covid 
pandemic enabled both senior and junior players to enjoy cricket for their health and 
wellbeing.  The maintenance of the condition of Heywood Cricket Club’s grounds is essential 
to enable the players to achieve their potential in the sport on a quality grassed surface. 

The commercial mower used by the club was over 20 years old and unreliable in maintaining 
the outfield grounds as it regularly broke down.  A third party service had been cutting the 
outfield at a cost of £80 per session (twice a week during the growing season).  Provision of 
a replacement commercial mower enables the club to cost effectively maintain the outfield 
ground in top condition to host cricket matches. 

“We are now able to maintain the ground to 
the standard required by the Greater 
Manchester Cricket League which enables 
us to provide first class facilities for the 
sporting community of Heywood” 
Gwen Edwards 
Treasurer 
Heywood Cricket Club 

The triplex mower has sliding side-to-side cutting 

units that ensure versatility and a quality finish.  

A 3-wheel drive system provides superior traction 

on uneven terrain and wet conditions. 



“We engaged with The Skill Mill who work 
with young people ex-offenders and they did 
all the planting up under supervision.  
Gardens will look at their best next year 
when the plants have had time to establish” 
Ian Trickett 
Greenspace Development & Countryside 
Manager 

Environmental Management 

Recipient: Rochdale Council’s Environmental Management Service 

Project: Heywood Civic Quarter landscaping and carved sculptures 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £15,860 

Heywood Civic and The Phoenix Centre was in need of improvements to the landscaping 
around these public buildings as overgrown trees and shrub beds with minimum floral 
displays made the civic quarter a dark and unwelcoming environment. 

The landscaping of the pedestrian area between Heywood Civic and The Phoenix Centre 
has involved the removal of the unattractive shrubs around the lawn area at The Phoenix 
Centre main entry door and the planting of a double staggered row of lavender with 
standard white roses.  The two beds in front of Heywood Civic have been planted with 
lavender to the edge to provide all year structure and infilled with the yellow flowering shrub 
Potentilla.  A lattice installed on the Heywood Civic wall will support the growth of Evergreen 
Honeysuckle.  Shrub beds that follow the perimeter wall had the thorny shrubs and lumps of 
concrete removed plus the remnants of a tree stump grinded before the brickwork of the wall 
was repaired and missing copings replaced.  Sweet smelling lavender similar to outside the 
front of the Heywood Civic has been planted as well as a variety of white flowering 
herbaceous plants (Aquilegia in Spring, roses in Summer and Echinacea ‘White Swan’ in 
Autumn).  The area between the Heywood Civic and the car park has been improved with a 
more attractive and open treescape planted with two Silver Birch trees, six Cherry trees with 
beautiful Spring flowers plus three Sorbus trees with their ornamental flowering, fruiting and 



autumnal colour attributes.  The shrub bed at this location has been under planted with 
native British Primrose, white Aquilegia, Hart's Tongue Fern and Lily of the Valley.  The Skill 
Mill, the social enterprise providing employment opportunities for young ex-offenders aged 
between sixteen and eighteen in watercourse and horticulture services, provided young 
people to carry out the planting under the guidance of Environmental Services Operatives.  
The landscaping design enhances the Heywood Civic Quarter’s recent installation of 
commemorative benches, planters, litter bins and lectern interpretation board. 

Public art in the form of four tree carved sculptures from the trees felled between Heywood 
Civic and the car park have created interesting features in the flower beds.  The carvings of a 
phoenix, soldier, poppies and spitfire were designs selected for their association with 
Heywood and complement the bespoke commemorative benches at this location. 

A dense canopy of sycamore trees made the area of land between the car park and civic 

centre frontage dark and this prevented any plants from growing except a few laurel bushes.  

In front of The Phoenix Centre was a lawn area with unattractive shrubs that didn’t create a 

welcoming vista for this public building. 




